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Competence with Online Reference Resources 

                                                 Tanya Parsons 

                                                      EAP Teacher/ Researcher  



Challenges  for EAP students 

 C (50 - 59):  
Isolated lexical chunks and gaps can still cause 

confusion, as can incorrect word choice, word 

formation and collocation 

 B (60 -69):  
Minor errors with word choice, word formation and 

collocation may occur but do not detract from  

 A (70 -100) 
Word choice, word formation and collocations are 

rarely inaccurate 



   
    Lexical Competence   

 

mis-collocations, unnatural word 

partnerships  
e.g. according to a research, made a large research 

through, concerns have been aroused, poses urgent 

condition, development and research 

 

 Linguistic Independence  
 

 

 



?????????? 



Online Monolingual Dictionaries    
e.g. Macmillan Dictionary Online  
www.macmillandictionary.com  

 

Collocation Dictionaries   
e.g. www.ozdic.com/collocation-dictionary  

 

Concordancers  

 e.g. www.lextutor.ca 

http://www.macmillandictionary.com/
http://www.ozdic.com/collocation-dictionary
http://www.ozdic.com/collocation-dictionary
http://www.ozdic.com/collocation-dictionary
http://www.lextutor.ca/


 

 

 

Macmillan Dictionary Online  

 

http://www.macmillandictionary.c

om 

 

 

http://www.macmillandictionary.com/
http://www.macmillandictionary.com/


Collocation Dictionaries 

  e.g. www.ozdic.com 

  

 

 

http://www.ozdic.com/


 

Concordancers www.lextutor.ca 

http://www.lextutor.ca/
http://www.lextutor.ca/


 

 



Corpus  

 What is a Corpus?  

a large collection of samples of a language 

held on computer (from speech and writing) 

 

 What is it used for? 

helps us to understand how language works 

and  how people use it when they speak and 

when the write. 



Advantages  

 

 Help students reflect on their own use of 

language 

 Enhance noticing techniques  

 Build collocational competence 

 Recycle  Lexis 

 Promote independent learning 

 



Practical Applications  

 

 Error Correction and treatment  

 

 Selective vs comprehensive correction 

(EAP writing) 

 

 Lexical Notebooks (Lewis 1993) 

 

 



Lexical Notebooks  

 Definition                       Collocations        

                                                   

 

                        

                              Research  

 
 Examples  

 



Other useful links 

 

 www.just-the-word.com 

 www.ldoceonline.com 

 

 

 

 

http://www.just-the-word.com/
http://www.just-the-word.com/
http://www.just-the-word.com/
http://www.just-the-word.com/
http://www.just-the-word.com/
http://www.ldoceonline.com/


 

 

 Thank You.  



 

 

 Tanya Parsons 

  tanya_parsons@yahoo.com 


