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Background

 Course participants

 Language Foundation Year

 Language level - IELTS 4.5(?)

 Nationalities – mainly Saudi but also 

Chinese, Western and Eastern European



 

Course and assessment

 1st of 2 Academic Skills for Undergraduate Study 

units

 Assessment

 Note-taking from a reading text

 Note-taking and summary writing from a listening 

text

 Essay plan

 Paragraph writing and citing references

 Bibliography



 

Benefits

 Note-taking skills

 Listening skills

 Summary writing

 Bibliography 



 

Pitfalls

 Essay plans

 Citing references

 Paraphrasing

 Understanding academic texts

 Difficult tasks not attempted

 Research skills – electronic resources



 

Questionnaire results

Male: n=27; Female: n=4;

Male
87%

Female
13%

Gender



 

Questionnaire results

Saudi
68%

Chinese
16%

Other (Middle 
East)
3%

Other 
(Western 
European)

7%

Other 
(Eastern 

European)
3%

Other (please 
specify)

3%

Nationality



 

Questionnaire results



 

Questionnaire results



 

Avoiding the pitfalls

 Give lots more practice!

 Perhaps spread the tasks over longer and/or increase 

contact time?

 Make the importance of the tasks clearer

 Change one or more of the assessments???



 

Thank you for your 

attention!

Comments /questions 
welcome!


