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The internationalisation of Higher Education 
has brought with it a marked growth in the 
number of learners with lower levels of 
English language proficiency wishing to study 
in UK HEIs. Course design has typically been 
driven by the needs of students who have 
already achieved a certain level of linguistic 
proficiency, with the focus being largely on 
the development of academic literacy. So the 
question arises as to how we address this 
gap in language proficiency. Should it be 
filled by more EFL or can we cut to the EAP 
chase? ✔✘
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ESP GE
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"You've got to teach General English first."

"You can't teach EAP at low levels." 

"What IELTS level can you teach EAP from?"

"How do you prepare people for EAP?"

"EAP is only for advanced students." 

Fill the Gap



General English?

Everything – all English
Everything – simplified version
The grammar
Tourism English
Functional – daily language
Conversational English
Course book
Vocabulary – 2000 words
Common core



General English
Four issues:
1. Needs - do students need 
survival/everyday 
conversational English?
2. Language - do you need 
general English to build on?
3. Reasons to not teach General 
English.
4. Practicalities! 



General English
1. Needs - do students need 
survival/everyday 
conversational English?



General English
2. Language - do you need 
general English to build on?



Attempts to teach a 'restricted' language 
(‘English for Engineers') too often ignore 
the danger in so doing of trying to climb 
a ladder which is sinking in the mud; it is 
no use trying to approach a point on the 
upper rungs if there is no foundation. (p. 
29)

Quirk, R., Greenbaum, S., Leech, G. & Svartvik, 
J. (1985). A comprehensive grammar of the 
English language. London: Longman 



Corder  (1973, p. 66)





What is it?















1 Present simple and position of time adverbs
2 Present continuous
3 Simple past tense Regular and irregular verbs
4 Mass and unit
5 Some, any, a few, a little
6 Past tense with 'Ago' and questions with 'How long 

ago?'
7 Adjectives and adverbs
8 Comparison of adverbs
9 Going to do
10 Requests and offers and take/get/bring/show someone 

something
11 Present perfect with 'For' and 'Since'
12 Have been doing/have just done/haven't done yet/had 

better do
13 Past continuous and past simple

O’Neil, Kingsbury, & Yeadon (1971).



Functions
Requests



Functions
Disagreement





VARIETIES OF LANGUAGE

No common core of language pre-exists to 
varieties. The core is, rather, an essential part 
of any one of the innumerable varieties of the 
language (Bloor & Bloor, 1986). In short, 
'basic' language is what is present in all 
varieties of English, where the varieties 
overlap. All languages are learned, studied 
and used in some context or another. There is 
thus no 'basic' variety-less English, there is no 
'general English' or English for no specific 
purposes. All English exists as some variety or 
another. 



No General English
All languages are learned, studied and 
used in some context or another. There 
is thus no 'basic' variety-less English, 
there is no 'general English' or English 
for no specific purposes. All English 
exists as some variety or another. 





Why not use a GE 
coursebook?

• May be misleading
• Not a good use of time







Scott & Tribble (2006, p. 97)



Definitions in Science and 
Law

Science

Metaproteins are the group of substances which are 
produced by the action of acids on alkalis or 
proteins.

Swales (1981)



Definitions in Science and 
Law

Section 1 of the U.K. Theft Act (1968)

Basic Definition of Theft:
"A person is guilty of theft if he dishonestly 
appropriates property belonging to another 
with the intention of permanently depriving 
the other of it; and ‘thief’ and ‘steal’ shall be 
construed accordingly.”





Biber, Johansson, Leech, Conrad & Finegan (1999, p. 461).



Biber, Johansson, Leech, Conrad & Finegan (1999, p. 462).



Biber, Johansson, Leech, Conrad & Finegan (1999, p. 476).



General English
4. Practicalities!

Group size

Learning needs

Teaching needs!



General English
4. Learning needs! Teaching 
needs!

Translation.
Use of first language.

Oral work. 

Group work. 
Pair-work. 



Example



Each tooth has three parts: 
the crown, the root and the 
pulp cavity [see Figure 13-17). 
The crown is the exposed part 
of the tooth, which is outside 
the gum. It is covered with a 
hard substance called enamel. 
The ivory-coloured internal 
part of the crown below the 
enamel is the dentin. The root 
of a tooth is embedded in the 
jaw and covered by a bony 
tissue called cementum. The 
pulp cavity in the centre of the 
tooth contains the blood 
vessels and nerves.



Each tooth has three parts: the crown, the root and 
the pulp cavity.

The crown is outside the gum.

It is covered with a hard substance called enamel.
The root of a tooth is embedded in the jaw.
The root is covered by a bony tissue called 
cementum.

 The pulp contains the blood vessels and nerves.



INSECT ANATOMY
The body of an insect consists of three main parts: 
the head, the thorax and the abdomen. The head 
contains the insect's brain, eyes and mouth. It also 
carries the antennae. The thorax is the central part 
of the body. It bears the legs and wings. There are 
three pairs of legs and two pairs of wings. The 
insect's abdomen contains its digestive and 
reproductive organs.



The liver is the largest organ in the body. It 
weighs a little more than three pounds in an 
adult. It is wedge-shaped and is situated under 
the diaphragm, mostly on the left side of the 
body, where it is protected by the lower ribs. 
Somewhat like an intricate chemical factory, the 
liver takes the particles of glucose (which come 
from digested starches and sugars) and 
changes them into another kind of 
carbohydrate called glycogen, which it then 
stores. When the body needs sugar, the liver 
turns the glycogen into glucose again and 
sends it to the body tissues through the 
bloodstream.





The human brain has 
three major parts: the 
brain stem, the cerebellum 
and the cerebral 
hemispheres. 

Man's brain has three main parts. At the top of the backbone 
where the nerves bunch together to enter the skull is the 
medulla. This controls the unconscious activities of our bodies, 
which are under the influence of the autonomic nervous 
system, and include breathing, heartbeat and digestion. Above 
the medulla is the cerebellum which controls our sense of 
balance and assists the coordination of muscular activities. 
These controls have to be learned, but they are so well learned 
that they become automatic. Above the cerebellum is the 
largest part of the brain, the cerebrum, which is divided into two 
halves (hemispheres) and makes up 70 % of the whole brain 
and nervous system. 



GE/EAP
Four issues:
1. Students might need 
survival/everyday conversational 
English?
2. You do not need general English 
to build on?
3. You might be wasting time 
teaching general English.
4. There may be practical issues. 
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