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From academic corpus to EAP dictionary 



Help with academic writing 

Professional Development 
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• Using appropriate language 

• Collocations and synonyms 

• Planning and structuring assignments 

• Presenting an argument 

• Using sources correctly 

 



From corpus to dictionary 

Professional Development 
3 

• Composition of the corpus 

• Creation of dictionary entries 

• Insights into academic vocabulary 

• Evaluation of the dictionary 



Who needs an EAP dictionary? 
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• Students on English-medium degree courses 

• Students on foundation or pre-sessional courses 

• Students from B1+ level upwards 

• Students of all subjects (business, medicine, engineering, 

 computer science …) 



The academic corpus 
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• Oxford Corpus of Academic English 

• 85 million words 

• Higher Education textbooks and academic journals 

• 4 subcorpora based on subject areas 

• All example sentences are corpus-based 

 



The academic corpus 

Professional Development 
6 

 

humanities

life sciences

physical sciences

social sciences



What is the main vocabulary focus? 
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• General academic vocabulary 

• Academic Word List: 570 word families – over 1,600 words 

• Defining vocabulary – 2,300 words 

• Synonyms, opposites and collocations of AWL words 

• 4 subject area word lists of 200-300 words each 
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Creating the entries 
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Creating the entries 
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Creating the entries 
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• meaning 

• grammar 

• complementation patterns 

• collocations 

• synonyms 

• functions 
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Help with collocations 
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What makes a good dictionary example? 
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Examples need to be … 

• comprehensible 

• convincing 

• typical 

• transferable 



What makes a good dictionary example? 
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• Taylor makes the following argument: … 

 

• This approach yields dramatically lower estimates. 

 

• Several other factors played a role in the decision-making. 

 

• The most persuasive argument against this idea comes from 

Foster (2009). 
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• Word sketch for ‘estimate’ noun 
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• Concordance lines for ‘yield an estimate’ 



What makes a good dictionary example? 
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• Taylor makes the following argument: … 

 

• This approach yields dramatically lower estimates. 

 

• Several other factors played a role in the decision-making. 

 

• The most persuasive argument against this idea comes from 

Foster (2009). 
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• Concordance lines: factors + play + role in 



variable noun  
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Experiments are confined to a very narrow range of variables. 

 

Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary, 8th edition (2010) 

Drummond H. (2000) An Introduction to Organizational Behaviour. 

Oxford: Oxford University Press 
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• Academic language is different. 

 

• EAP students need a learner’s 

dictionary based on analysis of real 

academic language. 


