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What is a corpus?

principled

a    collection of texts



What goes in…

What are the main meanings and 
collocations of the word humour ?
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–is this natural 

English? 

http://www.opensourceshakespeare.org/search/search-keyword.php


What goes in…

http://www.lextutor.ca/concordancers/concord_e.html

http://www.lextutor.ca/concordancers/concord_e.html


What is a corpus?

principled

a    collection of texts

quantitative

for analysis

qualitative

frequency 

info

concordance lines

showing

patterns of use
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Patterns of use

 collocation

 chunks/idioms

 syntactic restrictions (word grammar/colligation)

 semantic restrictions

 semantic prosody  

 genre + context

Based on O’Keeffe et al (2007)



What is a corpus?

principled

a    collection of texts

quantitative

for analysis

qualitative

frequency 

info

concordance lines

showing

patterns of use

Tagged? Un-tagged?



Stages

Observe

Highlight

 Extract

Use 
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http://www.lextutor.ca/concordancers/concord_e.html


Highlight 



Extract



Use



Published materials

CPE Past Papers 3 2004. CUP

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=tmsUMfB5Y6AwgM&tbnid=rqWpLWdkV3s2lM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.longmanhomeusa.com/products/product-details/?sid%3DVocabulary/Idioms%26pid%3DF-0AE-47&ei=QsSeU6HkK-iV7Aa4yoH4Cg&bvm=bv.68911936,d.ZGU&psig=AFQjCNFbqdbFeR4CEl4RwpFe0yonYb7cqw&ust=1403000256286007
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=tmsUMfB5Y6AwgM&tbnid=rqWpLWdkV3s2lM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.longmanhomeusa.com/products/product-details/?sid%3DVocabulary/Idioms%26pid%3DF-0AE-47&ei=QsSeU6HkK-iV7Aa4yoH4Cg&bvm=bv.68911936,d.ZGU&psig=AFQjCNFbqdbFeR4CEl4RwpFe0yonYb7cqw&ust=1403000256286007


Create your own materials

 Lextutor

(e.g. gapped concordance 

and n-gram phrase extractor)

 AntConc
http://www.antlab.sci.waseda.ac.jp/software.html

 Wordsmith Tools

http://www.lexically.net/wordsmith/

 ConcGram

[John Benjamins Publishing Co.]

Tools

http://www.wordle.net/

http://www.antlab.sci.waseda.ac.jp/software.html
http://www.lexically.net/wordsmith/


Case study

 Postgraduate Law (LLM) in-sessional support classes.

texts .txt
N-Gram 

PE
output



 Chunks related to the case

 in the present case

 the court found that

 the circumstances of  the case

 the applicant had

 Linking phrases

 so as to

 in view of  the

 in the light of  the

 in respect of

 as to whether the

 Chunks referring to

other cases

 in the case of

 judicial review proceedings

acts/treaties

 in accordance with

 the provisions of  the

 Chunks referring to 

the document itself

 cited above para

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=BTWx2Hl73G8Q-M&tbnid=gh6nj2Gw46amhM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=https://www.gradjobs.co.uk/company-profile/university-of-leicester&ei=DkRVUvD3M8TC0QXXv4GYBg&bvm=bv.53760139,d.d2k&psig=AFQjCNH7uf2jDJVbOdJ8CxtDPO4uj9fmQQ&ust=1381406048798782
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=BTWx2Hl73G8Q-M&tbnid=gh6nj2Gw46amhM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=https://www.gradjobs.co.uk/company-profile/university-of-leicester&ei=DkRVUvD3M8TC0QXXv4GYBg&bvm=bv.53760139,d.d2k&psig=AFQjCNH7uf2jDJVbOdJ8CxtDPO4uj9fmQQ&ust=1381406048798782


linking phrases

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=BTWx2Hl73G8Q-M&tbnid=gh6nj2Gw46amhM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=https://www.gradjobs.co.uk/company-profile/university-of-leicester&ei=DkRVUvD3M8TC0QXXv4GYBg&bvm=bv.53760139,d.d2k&psig=AFQjCNH7uf2jDJVbOdJ8CxtDPO4uj9fmQQ&ust=1381406048798782
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=BTWx2Hl73G8Q-M&tbnid=gh6nj2Gw46amhM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=https://www.gradjobs.co.uk/company-profile/university-of-leicester&ei=DkRVUvD3M8TC0QXXv4GYBg&bvm=bv.53760139,d.d2k&psig=AFQjCNH7uf2jDJVbOdJ8CxtDPO4uj9fmQQ&ust=1381406048798782


Guided practice 1

Examples taken from 
the BAWE corpus

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=BTWx2Hl73G8Q-M&tbnid=gh6nj2Gw46amhM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=https://www.gradjobs.co.uk/company-profile/university-of-leicester&ei=DkRVUvD3M8TC0QXXv4GYBg&bvm=bv.53760139,d.d2k&psig=AFQjCNH7uf2jDJVbOdJ8CxtDPO4uj9fmQQ&ust=1381406048798782
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=BTWx2Hl73G8Q-M&tbnid=gh6nj2Gw46amhM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=https://www.gradjobs.co.uk/company-profile/university-of-leicester&ei=DkRVUvD3M8TC0QXXv4GYBg&bvm=bv.53760139,d.d2k&psig=AFQjCNH7uf2jDJVbOdJ8CxtDPO4uj9fmQQ&ust=1381406048798782


Guided practice 2

Examples taken from the 
byu-bnc: http://corpus.byu.edu/bnc/

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=BTWx2Hl73G8Q-M&tbnid=gh6nj2Gw46amhM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=https://www.gradjobs.co.uk/company-profile/university-of-leicester&ei=DkRVUvD3M8TC0QXXv4GYBg&bvm=bv.53760139,d.d2k&psig=AFQjCNH7uf2jDJVbOdJ8CxtDPO4uj9fmQQ&ust=1381406048798782
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=BTWx2Hl73G8Q-M&tbnid=gh6nj2Gw46amhM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=https://www.gradjobs.co.uk/company-profile/university-of-leicester&ei=DkRVUvD3M8TC0QXXv4GYBg&bvm=bv.53760139,d.d2k&psig=AFQjCNH7uf2jDJVbOdJ8CxtDPO4uj9fmQQ&ust=1381406048798782


Sample output activities



Thank you.

For references please 

see your handout.

jenny.kemp@le.ac.uk

Bear in mind what has gone in

Observe, Highlight, Extract, Use

Build your own mini-corpus


