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What do they actually do? 
Building a writing syllabus for 
research students  

Dan Jones 
University of Leicester 
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University of Leicester  
In-sessional Programme 

Management,	  188	  

Media,	  116	  Law,	  
32	  Educa6on,	  30	  

Economics,	  30	  

Museum	  Studies,	  28	  

The	  Rest,	  135	  



+
Why are PGTs different from 
PGRs? 

PGT PGR 

We can predict with 
reasonable confidence 
what PGTs have to do 
 
PGTs can monitor and 
adjust their expectations as 
they are part of a large, 
easily identifiable peer 
group 
 
 

PGRs work is varied and 
difficult to predict 
 
 
PGRs can lead a lonely 
existence 
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What can inform a syllabus for PGRs? 
 

n  A look at published materials 

n  Text analysis 

The central problem in using a genre-based approach to course design is 
identifying the discourse entities that are most appropriate (Bruce, 2007) 

n  Ask supervisors 

  Casanave & Hubbard (1992) 

  Cooper & Bikowski (2007) 

n  Ask the PGRs themselves 

n  Ask experts from other institutions 
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Casanave & Hubbard (1992) 



+
The PGRs 

n  Questions were developed with a small group PGRs 

n  Survey Monkey  

n  Over 100 PGRs who had at one time studied at the ELTU 

n  54 responded 
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Constraints & boundaries 

n  EGAP – by appealing to all fields 

n  ESAP – by appealing to PGRs specific to level 

n  8X2hr sessions 
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Summary of Participants'’ 
Discussion 

The next three slides show the syllabus overviews that were developed 
in the workshop. 
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Group 1 

n  What you will be expected to do 

n  Explore possible writing tasks 

n  Proposal reviews 

n  Progress reports + personal reflection 

n  Literature review 

n  What makes good writing 

n  Different text types – variety and relating writing to 
activity 
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Group 2 

n  Communication skills. Establishing the appropriate relationship 

n  Book review. Evaluation/critique. Annotated bibliography 

n  Literature review 

n  Writing a chapter 

n  Writing a proposal/ Writing a proposal for a conference paper 

n  Sentences/coherence/cohesion 

n  Conclusions/limitations 

n  Writing the discussion 
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Group 3 

n  Writing for transfer application 

n  Literature reviews (finding your own voice) 

n  Academic functions 

n  Introductions 

n  Methodologies 

n  Abstracts 

 


