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Ge$ng	  them	  on	  Board	  

•  Share	  our	  experience	  of	  online	  discussions	  
•  My	  teaching	  context	  	  
•  Show	  examples	  using	  the	  Canvas	  IVLE	  
•  Share	  some	  <ps	  
•  Invite	  you	  to	  take	  part	  and	  experience	  Canvas	  
for	  yourselves	  



Your	  experience	  



Advantages	  especially	  in	  distance	  
learning/MOOCS	  

•  Allows	  distance	  learners	  to	  fully	  engage	  
•  Encourages	  and	  scaffolds	  peer	  collabora<on	  
and	  support	  

	  



Disadvantages	  
•  Confusing/difficult	  to	  navigate	  
•  Not	  all	  learners	  engage	  
•  Can	  be	  challenging	  for	  less	  confident	  students	  
•  Cultural	  issues	  of	  face	  



My	  context	  at	  UoB	  

•  EAP	  –	  English	  for	  Academic	  Purposes	  
•  Interna<onal	  students	  	  
•  Onsite	  classes	  with	  VLE	  used	  for	  self	  access	  
•  All	  levels	  from	  founda<on	  to	  masters/PhD	  
•  2013	  move	  from	  WebCT	  to	  Canvas	  
•  Push	  for	  all	  staff	  to	  create	  and	  maintain	  
courses	  online	  

•  Push	  to	  get	  SS	  using	  new	  IVLE	  



My	  answer…?	  

•  Try	  out	  different	  features	  of	  Canvas	  
•  Discussion	  boards	  worked	  best	  with	  least	  
effort!!!	  



Ge$ng	  SS	  on	  board	  
Integrated	  approach	  rather	  than	  ‘add-‐on’	  

Discussions 



Using	  discussions	  as	  a	  guided	  forum	  
for	  learning	  

•  home-‐based	  wri^en	  task	  (Founda<on)	  
•  home-‐based	  oral	  task	  (Founda<on)	  

•  home	  &	  class-‐based	  task	  (Pre-‐sessional	  PG)	  

As	  I	  go	  through	  the	  examples,	  feel	  free	  to	  
familiarise	  yourself	  with	  the	  Canvas	  interface	  
and	  try	  out	  the	  example	  tasks	  (examples	  of	  

anonymised	  student	  input	  will	  be	  shown	  here)	  



Enrol	  on	  the	  course	  

h^ps://canvas.instructure.com/enroll/HGKKGP	  	  	  



Two	  ways	  to	  ac<vate	  discussions	  



Provide	  a	  guided	  
task.	  	  

Include	  open	  
ques<ons.	  	  



Adjust	  task	  
se$ngs	  to	  
reflect	  

expecta<ons	  



Targeted,	  individual	  
feedback	  can	  

encourage	  further	  
dialogue	  with	  the	  

student.	  

Example	  1	  –	  individual	  feedback	  



Feedback/answer	  keys/	  
extension	  tasks	  can	  be	  
given	  by	  replying	  to	  the	  
whole	  task	  at	  the	  end.	  

Example	  2	  –	  general	  feedback	  



Task	  Design	  

Make	  reading	  
and	  replying	  

part	  of	  the	  task	  

Example	  3	  –	  task	  design	  



Allow	  SS	  to	  
edit	  replies	  



Adjust	  
course	  
se$ngs	  



Advantages	  of	  allowing	  edi<ng?	  
•  SS	  can	  craj	  replies	  
•  Encourages	  SS	  to	  read	  each	  other’s	  responses	  
•  Teacher	  can	  see	  when	  a	  S	  has	  edited/deleted	  
a	  post	  (though	  not	  the	  edit	  itself)	  

	  
	  
	  



Presessional	  Example	  	  

•  Main	  task	  =	  Academic	  Research	  Paper	  
3,000-‐4,000	  words	  on	  a	  topic	  related	  to	  
chosen	  major	  

•  Wri<ng	  process	  scaffolded	  by	  Teacher	  &	  
subject	  specialist	  TA 	  	  

•  TOPIC	  –	  TITLE	  –	  LIT	  SEARCH	  –	  EXTENDED	  
OUTLINE	  –	  FIRST	  DRAFT	  –	  FINAL	  DRAFT	  
h^ps://canvas.bham.ac.uk/courses/7264/

discussion_topics	  	  



Advantages	  
•  Useful	  plarorm	  for	  planning	  stages	  
•  Encourages	  peer	  discussion/support/peer	  
review	  (e.g.	  of	  outlines)	  

•  Promotes	  enquiry/shared	  learning	  
•  Student	  feedback	  -‐	  posi<ve	  



Student	  Feedback	  
The	  canvas	  discussion	  page	  was	  really	  helpful	  for	  me	  when	  we	  write	  
the	  ra<onal	  and	  we	  should	  ask	  each	  other	  including	  you.	  I	  can	  say	  the	  
truth,	  I	  imagine	  the	  outline	  of	  my	  topic	  while	  you	  and	  students	  were	  
asking	  ques<ons.	  Some	  ques=on	  let	  me	  think	  to	  "	  oh,	  stop	  Wad	  do	  
not	  cover	  this	  area	  or	  i	  need	  to	  read	  more	  about	  something".	  […]	  	  
Some	  ques=ons	  allow	  me	  to	  think	  to	  describe	  some	  words	  that	  i	  
was	  think	  it	  is	  clear	  to	  every	  one	  but	  in	  fact	  it	  is	  not.	  For	  example,	  i	  
was	  thought	  the	  word	  "algorithm"	  is	  clear	  and,	  but	  in	  ques<ons	  one	  
asked	  me	  what	  is	  algorithm.	  So,	  in	  my	  ARP,	  i	  wrote	  a	  small	  defini<on	  
between	  brackets	  what	  is	  algorithm.	  In	  my	  outline	  as	  well,	  it	  was	  

really	  helpful	  for	  me	  to	  support	  my	  ideas	  :)	  I	  remembered	  students	  
were	  inconfident	  with	  a	  point	  that	  i	  wrote	  in	  my	  conclusion	  and	  they	  
said	  i	  must	  wrote	  it	  in	  my	  outline.	  I	  did	  not	  agree	  with	  them	  and	  
while	  i	  discussed	  with	  them,	  my	  idea	  is	  supported	  and	  i	  became	  

more	  confident	  with	  it	  :)	  	  
In	  fact,	  I	  really	  like	  that	  page.	  I	  hope	  if	  we	  could	  use	  it	  in	  some	  

courses	  in	  my	  master.	  But,	  we	  do	  not.	  So,	  we	  create	  a	  page	  or	  group	  
on	  Facebook	  to	  discuss	  our	  work.	  	  



A	  few	  final	  <ps	  



Don’t	  limit	  discussion	  <me	  to	  
homework	  

•  Use	  online	  discussions	  in	  class	  instead	  of	  F2F	  
pair/group	  work	  

•  Start	  an	  oral	  discussion	  in	  class	  and	  follow	  up	  
with	  an	  online	  version	  or	  vice	  versa	  

	  

Quiet	  and	  less	  
confident	  SS	  have	  

to	  think	  



Pin	  a	  discussion	  
so	  that	  SS	  sees	  it	  
at	  the	  top	  when	  
clicking	  on	  the	  
discussions	  tab	  



Disadvantages?	  

•  Possibility	  to	  ‘go	  through	  the	  mo<ons’	  just	  
based	  on	  other	  people’s	  contribu<ons	  (NB	  can	  
be	  mi<gated	  in	  task	  se$ngs	  on	  Canvas)	  

•  Some	  students	  s<ll	  engage	  less	  than	  others	  
•  If	  feedback	  given	  generally,	  no	  guarantee	  that	  
SS	  engage	  with	  it	  or	  even	  look	  at	  it	  



What’s	  next?	  

•  Se$ng	  tasks	  that	  involve	  video	  responses	  
	  

	  
•  Ge$ng	  students	  to	  design	  tasks	  rather	  than	  
just	  do	  them	  	  



•  Enrol	  on	  the	  Canvas	  course	  if	  you	  have	  not	  done	  so	  
already	  

•  Create	  a	  discussion	  task	  using	  the	  +	  tab	  
•  Play	  with	  the	  se$ngs	  
•  Remember	  to	  SAVE	  (bo^om)	  and	  then	  click	  PUBLISH	  
(top	  right)	  when	  you	  are	  ready	  for	  others	  to	  view!	  

•  Later	  -‐-‐-‐-‐	  par<cipate	  in	  one	  of	  the	  other	  discussions!	  

Your	  turn!	  



Build	  your	  own	  (free!)	  or	  try	  a	  course!	  

•  h^p://www.instructure.com/try-‐canvas	  	  



One	  last	  thing…	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  h^ps://canvas.instructure.com/login	  	  


