
The	  Challenge	  

How	  to	  get	  them	  ready	  for	  English-‐medium	  
university	  study?	  
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•  English	  Language	  Centre	  (ELC)	  offers	  5	  levels.	  

	  
•  Level	  2	  Entry	  	  	  –	  UM	  entrance	  exam 	   	  

	   	   	  –	  graduate	  from	  level	  0/1	  

English	  Language	  Requirement	  	  



The	  Materials	  2013-‐14	  

•  Developed	  by	  different	  tutors	  over	  Wme.	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
•  External	  review	  recommended	  more	  of	  a	  
focus	  on	  EAP	  (Nov.	  2013)	  

Organic	   EclecWc	   Lack	  of	  
focus	  



Planning	  the	  Revision	  

•  Influenced	  by	  Backward	  Design	  

Wiggins	  and	  McTighe,	  2005	  

1st	  
•  IdenWfy	  desired	  results	  	  
‘Big	  ideas’	  and	  skills	  

2nd	  
• Determine	  acceptable	  evidence	  	  
Assessment	  tasks	  

3rd	  
• Plan	  learning	  experiences	  and	  instrucWon	  	  
Teaching	  and	  learning	  events	  /	  ac6vi6es	  



1st	  –	  IdenWfy	  Desired	  Results	  

•  Main	  aim	  is	  to	  help	  students	  succeed	  in	  
English-‐medium	  higher	  level	  educaWon	  

Develop	  an	  	  
understanding	  of	  

academic	  
discourse	  



2nd	  –	  Determine	  Acceptable	  Evidence	  

Semester	  1	  
Essay	  Por^olio	  
(cause	  &	  effect)	  

Supported	  
Discussion	  

Listening	  &	  note-‐
making	  

Semester	  2	  
Essay	  Por^olio	  

(discuss)	  

Oral	  PresentaWon	  
(problem	  /	  solu6on)	  

Listening	  &	  note-‐
making	  



3rd	  -‐	  Plan	  Learning	  Experience	  &	  InstrucWon	  

•  Conducted	  a	  review	  of	  wide	  range	  of	  
commercially	  available	  EAP	  textbooks	  

•  Not	  fully	  criteria-‐driven	  evaluaWon	  
(Tomlinson,	  2007)	  but	  materials	  needed	  to	  be	  

Level	  
appropriate	  

Time	  
appropriate	  

Skills	  
appropriate	  



The	  Place	  of	  Materials	  in	  EAP	  

Excellent	  summary	  in	  Harwood	  (2005)	  

AnW-‐	  
Textbook	  

Pro-‐	  
Textbook	  

Materials	  as	  a	  
jumping	  off	  point	  

	  



Contemporary	  
Topics	  2	  

In-‐House	  
Materials	   Moodle	  Materials	  

Topic	  
IntroducWon	  	  
Listening	  &	  
Note-‐making	  

Reading	  texts	  &	  
Strategies	  

Discussion	  
Strategies	  

Discussion	  of	  
Texts	  

Essay	  
Development	  

Tutor	  /	  Peer	  
Essay	  

Feedback	  

Essay	  Development	  



Extending	  The	  Classroom	  -‐	  Moodle	  



EvaluaWon	  -‐	  Ongoing	  

• Materials	  focused	  on	  local	  needs	  
• Ongoing	  supplementary	  and	  revision	  

Level	  
Appropriate	  

• Every	  element	  necessary	  –	  no	  ‘surplus’	  
• Moodle	  extends	  course	  Wme	  

Time	  
Appropriate	  

• Students	  are	  producing	  more	  
academically	  appropriate	  work	  

Skills	  
Appropriate	  



A	  Flexible	  Framework	  

	  	   	  	   	  	  
Unit	  1	   Unit	  2	   Unit	  3	  

	  	   	  	   	  	  
Unit	  4	   Unit	  5	   Unit	  6	  

Ice-‐breaker	   Essay	  Topic	   Sample	  Essay	  
Topic	  

Listening	  Test	  
Topic	  1	  

Discussion	  
Topic	  

Listening	  Test	  
Topic	  2	  



Conclusion	  
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plevrai@umac.mo	  and	  peterlevrai@gmail.com	  	  
abolster@umac.mo	  and	  averilbolster@gmail.com	  	  

Any	  
QuesWons?	  


