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Outline!!

•  InternaConal!students!at!TUOS!
•  What’s!it!like!at!SSoA?!

•  Elephants!in!the!studio!
•  ImplicaCons!



h*ps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fsX_yg6ovoI!



h*p://www.weareinternaConal.org.uk/!!



Hya*!D!and!Brooks!G!(2009)!!

Inves&ga&ng)stakeholders’)percep&ons)of)IELTS)as)an)

entry)requirement)for)higher)educa&on)in)the)UK)
[available!at!h*ps://www.ielts.org/pdf/Vol10_Report1.pdf!]!

Respondents!stressed!need!to!support!students!

before!and!during!their!courses.!



Student!Ambassadors!for!Learning!and!

Teaching!(SALT)!

“It)seems)quite)a)nega&ve)thing)to)be)forced)to)work)

with)an)interna&onal)student”!!

h*p://www.sheffield.ac.uk/polopoly_fs/1.296406!/file/InsCtuConal_SALT_Report_12b13.pdf!!



‘What’s)it)like)at)the)University)of)

Sheffield)School)of)Architecture?’!!



h*ps://whaCsitlikeatssoa.files.wordpress.com/2013/09/revh1.pdf!



SupporCng!peer!learning!

Anna!Holder,!Kim!Trogal,!Julia!Udall/Sheffield!School!of!Architecture!

Shiwei!Li,!Yuejiao!Wang,!Jianyu!Hu,!Nicos!KbTaylor,!Shaomeng!Zhang!





ReflecCons!and!hopes!

•  Pay!a*enCon!to!group!dynamics/!parCcipaCon!

•  Need!to!realise!value!of!internaConal!inputs!
•  Develop!awareness!that!all!students!and!staff!
can!develop!skill!set!

•  Discussing!exclusion!is!not!easy!
•  Work!to!address!barriers!

•  Promote!inclusive!internaConal!studio!and!

School!culture!for!all!staff!and!students!



In!language!support!classes!

•  Using!elephants!to!foster!confidence!to!ask!!
•  Feedback!on!essays!jointly!with!lecturers!
•  Sharing!student!draps!
•  InvitaCon!to!students’!studio!presentaCons!!
•  CollaboraCon!on!presessional!projects!
•  …but!lack!of!Cme!to!collaborate!



Elephants!in!architecture!

•  Ranges!from!engineering!to!criCcal!theory!

•  ‘Flexible’!language!entry!requirements!

•  Stressful!studio!work!
•  Problems!with!presentaCons!and!porsolios!

•  Knowledge!gaps:!eg!theories!of!‘development’!

•  ‘Fragmented!ways!of!fostering!…!academic!

and!disciplinary!language!and!learning’!(Percy!2014)!

!

!



Other!elephants!

•  InternaConalisaCon!as!recruitment!

•  Ethnocentric!curricula!>!global!perspecCves!
•  Language,!culture!and!knowledge!gaps!
•  Pressures!and!demands!on!staff!

•  Low!takebup!of!study!abroad!opportuniCes!
•  Passive!xenophobia!(Peacock!and!Harrison!2009)!
•  ‘Beside!me!is!an!empty!chair’!(Leask!2009)!
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